474               THE   QUEEN   AND   MR.   GLADSTONE
was told that during the uproar in the House, there was hissing
in the Strangers' Gallery.
1423               Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) II, 290.)
OSBORNE. July 30. 1893.
The Queen has recd : Mr. Gladstone's report of the Proceedings
in Parliament on Thursday with much surprise & sincere
regret.
In the midst of all the unseemly riot and the disgraceful
. conduct of many Members of Parliament ; the Queen wonders
if Mr. Gladstone does not feel that the majority of the British
Nation feel vy strongly the ways in which the small Irish Majority
is used to force through a measure wh is so repugnant to the
feelings of the former & so fraught with danger to the Con-
stitution ?
Does not Mr. Gladstone feel that the exertions & irritation
produced by them have been the cause of such unseemly violence?
1424  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) II, 290-1.)
July 31. 1893.
Mr. Gladstone acknowledges with his humble duty Your
Majesty's letter which he has just had the honour to receive,
and humbly observes that he has pointed out to Your Majesty
his belief in an indirect connection between the Home Rule
controversy and the disgraceful proceedings of last Thursday.
He may perhaps add the observation that as this is an United
Parliament and an United Kingdom, he desires to be guarded
in distinguishing between the relative numbers returned by the
several parts of it: He has also to remember that the majorities
from Scotland and Wales agree with the majority from Ireland ;
and though the aggregate majority may be deemed a small
majority, it is a larger one than has been returned to conduct
the affairs of the country in the greater number of the Parlia-
ments since the Reform Bill. It would indeed be a pleasure to
Mr. Gladstone if he were able to bring his convictions into con-
formity with those of Your Majesty.